
VAIA – Flanders AI Academy
Boost your career with artificial intelligence

Stefaan Gruyaert



Mission VAIA
The hub for AI 
trainings & courses

We aim to let

• professionals learn about artificial 
intelligence,

• to recognize and use the possibilities 
in their work

• in an informed and skillful way

• Not only will this increase Flanders’ economic 
strength,

• it will also render it future-proof.

Source: vaia.be/en/about-vaia and vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai

Embedded in the Flemish AI Policy Plan

https://www.vaia.be/en/about-vaia
https://www.vaia.be/en/about-vaia
https://www.vaia.be/en/about-vaia
https://www.vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai
https://www.vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai
https://www.vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai
https://www.vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai
https://www.vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai
https://www.vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai
https://www.vaia.be/en/flemish-policy-plan-ai


• Find experts and expertise
• Find use cases
• Find learning needs 
• VAIA helps to boost your courses and trainings
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Course provider

VAIA – How can VAIA help course providers?
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VAIA – How can VAIA help professionals?

Professional • Find your personalized training on www.vaia.be
• VAIA helps you navigating the AI-training landscape

http://www.vaia.be/
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VAIA – Flanders AI Academy



Learn about AI: Why?

For you region

• Sustaining an 
innovative knowledge 
economy

• Increasing productivity

For every 
company

• Improved competitiveness

• Addressing labor shortages

• Efficiency gains

Individual

• Remain employable

• Higher wages

• Protection against risks 
(fake news, phishing)

• InAssistance in case of a 
disability



Let’s keep in touch

NewsletterStefaan Gruyaert

www.vaia.be LinkedIn



Extra information and numbers
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Obstacles for the adoption of AI technology
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Ethical considerations

Lack of public or external financing

Issues with breaches in data protection and privacy

Judicial consequences unclear

Difficulties with the availability or quality of the data needed

Difficulties to acquire employees with the right knowledge, skills and experience

Incompatibility of existing machinery, software or systems

Lack of knowledge partners & guidance

Cost benefit equation of investment in AI

Limited use of AI for the firm

Lack of insight into the possible appplications of AI

Lack of relevant knowlegede and experience within the firm

Reasons for SMEs to not use AI

Adopters Non-adopters

Flemish AI 
Barometer 

2024
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AI adoption in Flanders
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Europe Flanders

AI adoption in Flanders and Europe according to firm size (in amount of employees)

All firms

Big (250+)

Medium (10-249)

Small (2-9)
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Belgian Digital Economy Overview (2024) FOD Economie & ICT en e-commerce bij ondernemingen, Statbel, 2024

Use of artificial intelligence in enterprises (2024) Eurostat – update verwacht op 23 januari 2025

Singla, A., Sukharevsky, A., Yee L., Cui, M. & Hall, B (2024) The state of AI in early 2024: GenAI adoption spikes and starts to generate value. Quantumblack AI by McKinsey
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Regional Innovation Scoreboard 2025
Two innovation leaders
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Flanders (33) Berlin (12)
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European Innovation Scoreboard 2025
At country level: individuals with above average digital skills BE: 104 DE: 
68,5 (EU: 100 – SE: 220!) 
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Obstacles for the adoption of AI technology
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Enquête “Use of ICT and e-commerce in firms” (2023), FOD Economie – Algemene Directie Statistiek – Statistics Belgium, Eurostat

Belgian Digital Economy Overview, 2024 , FOD Economie

Statbel 2024
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Ethical considerations

Not useful for the firm

Lack of clarity on judicial implications

Issues with the availability or quality of the necessary data

The costs are too high

Incompatibility with existing machinery, software or systems

Worried to breach data protection and privacy

Lack of expertise in the firm

Reasons for SMEs to not use AI

% of firms that don't adopt AI

https://economie.fgov.be/nl/publicaties/belgian-digital-economy-0
https://economie.fgov.be/nl/publicaties/belgian-digital-economy-0
https://economie.fgov.be/nl/publicaties/belgian-digital-economy-0
https://economie.fgov.be/nl/publicaties/belgian-digital-economy-0
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Obstacles for the adoption of AI technology
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